









The three stories depicted here are from the Upanishads. Thq v 
Upanishads are also called Vedanta or "the end of the Veda" be- 
cause they form the last branch of Vedic literature and because 
one finds in them the final aim of the Vedas—that of self- 
realisation. 

The word Upanishad literally means "to sit down by someone'V 
This throws light on the system of education prevalent in ancient 
India. When a pupil approached a guru to seek instruction from 
him f the guru would decide what to teach after assessing his 
reeeptivity. Thus, in the story, Yama tests Nachiketa before 
giving him further instruction. 

In the Vedic period, learning was achieved by direct experience 
rather than by verbal instruction. Nature was the teacher, as we 
find m the story of Satyakama. Even when verbal instruction was 
imparted. it was kept to the barest minimum Prajapati, in our 
third story H utters, as instruction a single Syllable—"DA f \ 
Obviously. the teacbers of The Vedic age did not believe in long 
discourses! And what the tescher said was understood and inter- 
^rered differently by each pupil in the hght of his own experience* 
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NACHJKETA 


1HOUSANP5 OF V,'EARSA60, THERE UVEDA SA6E C ALLED 
VAJASHRAVA . HE HAP A SON NAMED NACHIKETA. 



UTTLE NACHIKETA USED TO W7CH\ 
Htd FATHERPERFORM YAJA/AS* , 


ONE DAV SNHEN NACHIKETA NAS ABOLT 
EIQHT VEARS OLD — W!W 


FATHER, kVHEN 
WILL YOU LET 
ME WORSH/P 
THE SACRED 
FIRE? ^ 


SOGN 

AFTER VOU 
INITIATION, 

^ SON. 











































amar chttra katha 



MVSOW 6 EAOER 
70 STUDY. 

I MU5T MOT 
DELAY H/S 
INITIATION. 



SON, IT IS NOW 
TIME FOR YOU TO 
SO 70 A MASTER 
TO RECElVE 
s, INSTRUCTION. 



I WOULD UKE 
70 BES/N MY 
STUDIES A5 
EARLY AS 
POSSIBLE. 


^. __—M— 

HACHIKETA WENT 70A 6URURULA, A POREST-SCHOO ., WHERE HIS GURU INI71ATED H/M 

MNU TMUOHT Mim JUrtcLffc frf& ( 


\ -P Ju y \ . fx 4 (f | HVlt 

^ gjyl; 

7A'mSm 




















































NACHIKfclA 



NACHIKETA AND ANOTHER BOY WERE ASS/&NED THE TASK OF LOOfONG AFTER ~-E CATTLE. 


But whyaren’t these 

C0IV5 SRAZ1NS ? THEY 
LOOK TI RED AND 
V UNHAPPY. X 


OLD A6E HAS MADE 
THEM WEAK, 

V NACHIKETA. > 


HOW NICE IT WOULD BE 
IF THERE WER E NOSUCH 
v THINS AS OLD > 
ASE t .z- 



THERE IS NO OLD 
ASE OR SICKNESS 
IN HEAVEN. 


THEN,TELL ME,HOW 
DOES ONE REACH 
V HEAVEN? A 


THE FR/END, OF COURSE, HAD NOANSWER. 

































omar chilra katha 



A DEEP HAD &ROWN QU/TE POND OF 
NACHIKETA AND USED 70 FOLLQW H/M 
WHENEVER HE WENT OUT TO GATHER 
F1REWQOD, |- 



WHV ÆRE YOU X 
/ 50 LAZ.Y TODAY, LITTLE 
' ONE ? COME.SET UP. IT’S 
TIME TO ©0 AND PETCH 
L FIREWO0D. 


DEAD?WHAT DO 
v YOU MEAN? y 


HE IS DEAD. 
NACHIKETA. 
HE WON’T 
SET UP. . 




















































!5 THERE LIFE APTER 
DEATH ? SOME SAV 
THERE IS; 


PNALiy, ME TORVEO TO M/S 
QURU FOR AN ANQWER TO 
THE QUEST/OM THAT WAS 
TR003UN& M/M. 

IT IS A DIFFICULT 
QUESTiOKl, Aty SON. EACH 
ONE MUST DISCOVER THE 
TRUTH FOR HIMSELF, 


HOW CAN I FIND AN 
ANSWER TO THIS 
QUESTION ? THERE 


^ MUST BEAWAY! 














































omar chifret katha 


SOME TIME LATER, VAJA5HRAVA SENTA MESSA6E 70 NACH/KETA ’S GURU, 


r OF COURSE, NACHIKETA \ 
MAY GO l/VJTH YOU. HE WILL 
v BE OF HELP TO Å 

§k HIS REVERED FATHER.^riJ 


5AGE VAJA9HR4VA /S 5 
GONG TO PERFORM THE 
VISHVAJIT SACRIFICE. 
IPLEASE ALLOW NACHJ- 
iKETA TO 60 HOViE.yj 


THANK YOU,' 
SIR. ) 


ON THE WAV HOME 


WHAT IS THE 
VISHVAJIT 
SACRIFICE ? 


IT IS ONE OF THE 6REATE5T OF 
SACRIFICES, FOR THE ONE WHO 
PERFORMS C5 GIVES AWAY EVERY' 
V THIN6 HE P05SE5SES. /k 


LOOK ! ALL THOSE BRAHMANS ARE 
HEACKN6 FOR OUR HERMITAGE TO RECEIVE 
fc*. YOUR FATHER’S GIFTS 


































































NACHIKETA 



tACH <ETA REACHED HOME 


YOU ARE JUST IN TIME,MT 
SON. HELP MY DISCIPLES 
BR1N6 IN THE A 

cows. 


VES, 

PATHER 


OH , SOD! WHAT A POOR OFFERINS 
THIS IS! THESE COWS ARE SICK 
AND OLD, TOO WEAK TO SIVE 

MlLK* 


BY SIV I NS T* 

AWAY THESE PATHETIC \ 
COWS, FATHER IVILL 
SURELY 60 TO THE DARK 
WORLD OF THE y 
V JOYLESS. 













































omar chitra katha 









































NACHIKETA 
































































amar c hit ra kat ha 


AND NACH1KETA LEFT FOR THEABODE OF DEATH. 


NACHIKETA! 


ON ARR/V/N6 AT YAMA'S 
ABODE,NACHIKETA J* 
miTED OUTSIDE FQRjF 
THREE PAYS WITHOU 
FOOD. " ~ji 



FINALLY YAMA TVO> 
NOTICE -d 


I AM NACHIKETA,THE SON 
OP VAjASHRAVA. I HAVE 
BEEW WAI TI NS FOR VOU FOR 
THREE DAVS. ^ 
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NACHIKETA 


THEN A vaCB WAS HBARD. J \ 

PS HOPE AND EXPECTATIONS, 
gS W SACRIFICES AND SOOD 
' DEEDS AREALL 

SNATCHED AWAY FROM HIM 
§§g§gf WHO DOES NOT OFFER 
ggliA. HOSPITAL!TY TO A 

BRAHMANA. 


HOW CAN 
I ATONE? 


5INCE TOJ HAVE 
CCME AS A 6UEST AND 
HAVE RECEIVED NO 
O-iOSPlTALITY FOR THREE 
N. DAVS , YOU MAY 
A CHOOSE THREE 
SSV BOONS. S 


P/NALIX, YAMA FOUND A WAV OUT- 




































































omar chitra kathu 



HE SHALL HAVE 
IT. HE IMLL SISEET 
YOU CHEERFULLY 
WHEN HE SEES 
YOU RELEASED 
PROM THE JAW5 OP 
DEATH. 


GRANT MY FATHER 
PEACE OF MIND 
AND MAKE HlM 
CHEERFUL. THIS IS 
THE FIRST BOON 
. I CHOOSE. 


IN HEAVEN THERE IS NO 
HUNSER, THIRST,OLD 
ASE OR DEATH.TEACH ME 
THE SACRIFICE BY THE 
PERFORMANCE OF WHICH 
- NO HUNSER AND 
I WILL DO 50 \ THIRST WILL BE 
GLADLY. > -ELT. 

HENCEFORTH SUCH 
A SACRIFICE WlLL J MB /OT 
SE KNOWN AS THE j.flfl . 

NACHIKETA 



YAMA 8ECAME THOU&HTFUL 


I HAD NOT EXPECTED SUCH A 
QUESTION FROM SO YOUNG A 
BOY. LET ME TEST HJM. 


SOME PEOPLE 
3ELIEVE THAT THERE 
IS LIFE AFTER DEATH: 
OTHERS DON’T, TELL 
ME WHO IS RIGHT. 
THIS IS THE THIRD 
v BOON I CHOOSE. , 























































MAC HIKETA 



EVEN THE GODS ARE NOT 
CERTA1N ABOUT THIS. IT IS 
NCT EA5ILY UNDER - 
STDOD. ASK FOR 
k. 50METHINS ELSE. x 


WHO ELSE CAN 
MAKE IT UNDER- 
5TAN0ABLE BUT YOU. 
WHO PRESIDE OVER 
DEATH ? PLEASE 
, I NSTRU CT ME. „ 


7 LOOK AT THESE \/ 
LGVELY MAlDENS.TAKE ' 
THEM WITH YOU.THEY WILL 
SING AND DANCE FOR 
v YOU. 8UT DON’T ASK , 
\ME ABOUT LIFE AFTERJ 
X DEATH. Æ 


I AM NOT x 

INTERESTED IN THINGS 
THAT BRINS MOMENTARV 
HAPPINESS. I WANT THAT 
WHICH WILL BRING EVER- 
LASTING BLISS.I DO 
NOT CHOOSE ANY 
^ OTHER BOON. 
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THIS BOV HAS 
STEADFAST FAITH AND ‘ 
IS FPEE FROM TEMPTA 
TION. SINCE HE IS 50 
WORTHY, t WILL — 
1NSTRUCT MIM 

FURTHER. Æ 


NACHIKETA, TWO PATHS ARE 
OPEN TO MEN. THE WfSE 
TAKE THE OOOD PATH 
k AND REAL I SE THE 

SELF. ^4 


S “ THE OTHERS FOOL/SHLY CHOOSE THE PATH OF PLEA3UPE AND &0 
' THROU&H THE N£ VER-END/NO CWCLE OF B/PTH AND DEA7H. ” 


omor c hitra kat ha 
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NACH'KMa 




NO, THEV ASE NOT. THE 
s elf æaces IN ~HE 
900 AS A MASTS? 
DOES IN HS CHARKX 
v THE TWO ASE 

DiFFESENT. 




































































amar chitra kat ha 


MEN ARE PULLED IN DIPFERENT DIRECTiONS BY THE SENSE ORGANS, 


THIS SIVEET 
MUSIC WON’T 
ALLOW ME TD 
MEDYTATE. J 


AH ! WHAT 
A LOIÆLY 
GIRL! 


AND BY THE SKIN, 


THIS IS 
DELICIOUS! 




























































NACHIKEIA 



.. SO ALSO THE SENSE OR&ANS 
AR£ HELD IN CHECK BY THE MIND. 


KO, I WON’T LOOK 
THAT WAV. LET ME CON- 
CENTRATE ONSTUDVINS 
L. A.THESE SCRlP- 

Hm tures. Jt 


5IMILARLY, THE 
MAN WHO GANNCT 
CONTROL THE SENS¬ 
ES WON’T REACH 
HIS SOAL. > 


/F THE HORSES ARE 
NOT KEPT IN CONTROL 
THE SOAL /S NOT 
REACHED." i-■ 
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amar chrtra katha 


THUS y AMA EXPLAINED THE NATURE OF THE SELF. 


THE SELF IS NEVER BORN, NOR 
DOES IT DIE • ■ ■ WHEN ALL DESIRES 
HAVE BEEN 01VEN UP, MAN SE COM ES 
IMMORTAL AND EVEN IN THIS WORLD 
> , HE REALISES BRAHMAN.^ ^ 



NACHIKETA TOOK LEAVE OF YAMA AND RETURNED HOME 


NACHIKETA! f AM 
HAPPY TO S EB VOU 
BACK! YOU ARE 
6L0WINS,L/KE ONE 
WHO HAS ATTA/NED 
SELF - REALISATION. 



* THE SUPREME SE/N& 




































































SALUTAH0N9 TD VOU, 
O MASTER. ACCEPT ME 
SATYAKAMA, AS YOUR 
DISCIPLE. >; 


ONE DAV, A BOV OF E/&HT VEARS APPROACHED 
THE SA6E. 


TELL ME.CHILD, 
TO WHICH FAMILY 


åAUTAMA NA$ ONE OF THE F0REM031 
SEEKERS OF TRUTH FOUNO THE/R 



I DON’T KNOW TO 
SAJHICH FAMILY I BELONS. 
NOR DOES MY MOTHER. 

I HAVE NO FATHER,SIR. 
MY MOTHER,JASALA. 

HAS ASKED ME TO CALl i 
MYSEL F “SAT YAkAM A 1 

jABALA” PLEASE TAKE T 
I ME AS YOUR 
v DISCIPLE. 









































arnar chitra kat ha 




SIR, I KVANT TO 
EXPERIENCE BRAHMAN- 
THE SUPREME REALlTy. 


SATVAKAMA, I ACCEPT YOU 
AS MY DISCIPLE. IVHAT 
&QAL HAVE MXI SET 
^ POP YOJRSELF? > 


ALL RISHT. 
COME WITH 
. ME. ^ 


THE MASTER BECAME THOU&HTFUL 


THISCHILD IS 
TRUTHFUL AND 
SINCERE. 

I WILL HELP 
\ HIM IN ACHIEV- 
A IN6 HIS SOAL. 



















































NACHIKETA 



THERE ARE FOUR HUNDRED 
CQWS AND 3ULLS HERE.TAKE 
THEM TO A DISTANT FORES". 
COME BACK ONLV WHE^ 
THEY ARE FAT AND HEALTHY 
V AND NUMBER OVER A 

THOUSAND. ^ 


] WILL 
08EY AT 
ONCE. 


EMfel 


THE MASTER TOOH H/M TO THE CATTLE-PEH. 



SATYAKAMA LEFT W/TH THE CATTLE. 


I TOLD THE 6URU THAT 
EX PER/EN CE BRAHMAN. 


IMANT 70 
I WONDER 
WHY HE SENT ME 
TO THE FOREST. 
IS BRAHMAN 
70 BE FOLIND 
IN THE 
FOREST? 



BUT SATYAHAMA STOPPED WORRY/A/O APTER A WH/LE, 


HOW PEACEFUL IT IS HERE * 
AND EVERYWHERE i LOOK, 

I SEE THE BEAUTY OF 
NATURE » THE SUN,THE | 
SKV, THE RI VER, THE TREES, 
\ THE FLOWERS • •• v. ■ 












































arnar c hf fra katha 




UNDER H/S CAFE, THE OOWS MPROVED /H HEALTH AND /NCREASED !N HUMBER, 


NOW THAT THE CATTLE NUMSER 
OVER A THOUSANO, I HAVE 
FULFILLED THE TASK SIVEN Sk 
TO M£ BV MV ©URU. }—^rJF ■ 




























































NACHiUfTA 



HE THEA/ THOU6HT HE HEARD THE BULL SPEAK!NO. V BRAHMAN IS JN THE I 

NORTH. HE IS IN THE 
SOUTH, THE EAST 
.AND THE WEST. 



THAT’S TRUE! WHY SEARCH FOR 
HIM ? HE IS PRESENT EVERY 
WHERE. 


THAT DAT HE STARTED OH H/S RETURN JOURNEY, 
TAK/N6 THE CATTLE MTH H/M. p- 
















































amar chitra kuf ha 


AT DUSK HE 3U/LT A FIRE AND SAT 8Y/T. THEN HE FELT HE COULD 

HEAR THE F/FE SPEAK/NS, ,- r - -- - 

r- -1 S BRAHMAN PERWDHS 

V the earth, the SKy, the 4fe4 

liiliil ATMOSPHEKE AND THE Tjjfc^ 

Ik f Ifpr T flnåB W/NSSfcv. OCEAN. 




/S SmN FLY/NS BY TOLD MIM THE AN3WER 


BRAHMAN IS IN THE SUN 
IN THE MOON, IN THE 
, LI6HTNIN& AND IN 
V THE FIRE. y 


\jr i_wurv.jc : 

( IT IS BRAHMAN WHO 
V. MAKES THE SUN 
■TS SHINE* 


liv "m* 1 























































NACHIKETA 




rtWSV 8ATMKAMA REACHED THE 

"HOOL - r 


SATYAKAMA , 
YOU OLOW UKE ONE 
WHO HAS ATTAINED 
KNOWLEDSE OF 
BRAHMAN. HOV DID 



SATYAKAMA PESCR/BEP H/S 
EXPBRIENCE, i—— - 


BUT KNOWLEDSE IMPARTED BV 
THE TEACHEP? HELPS THE MOST 
v IN ATTAININS ONE’S SOAL. 
\PLEA5E INSTPUCT ME, SIR._, 


(3AUTAMA THER MPARTED THE 
SACRED KNOWLED6E TO MS OESERV/A/e 
D/SC/PLE, WHO LA7ER BECAME A GREAT SAGS. 





















































o mor cHrtra kat ha 




HERE IN HEAVEN 
WE ARE FREE FROM 
HUNGER, THJR5T, 
OLD ASE AND 
DEATH.VET 
WHY AREN ’T 
WE HAPPY? 


IT'S TRUE. WE 
SEEM TO HAVE 
EVERYTHINø, YET 
WE FEEL THE LflCK 
OF SOME- 
THIN©. 

















































UNUKE THE//? BROTHERS /N HEAVEN, THE MANAVAS—MEN ON EARTH — W£/?E LEAD/N& 
A HARD UFE. i- ----- — ■ - --—- ' 


A eOOD HARVEST! 
OUR FUTURE IS 
5ECURE. 


ON NO ACCOUNT WOULD THEY PART 
IN/TH NHAT THEY HAD GA/NED. 


60 AWAY, 
X)U WICKED B/RD. 
STEALJN6 MV 
v 6RAIN! ^ 


YET t DESP/TE ALL THE R/CHES THEY HAD EARNED AND STORED AWAY, THEY, TOO 
WERE FAR FROM HAPPY. - 


WE HAVE NO j WHAT WE LACK 
:ONTENTMENT. A IS PEACE OF 
X^AIIND. 


/ LET US 
APPROACH 
PRAJAPATI, 
l OUR FATHER. 
| FOR 
L 6UICMNCE. 






























































omor chitro kofha 



SPARE MY 
L/FE.SHOW 
MERCY. 


THE ASURAS, THE DEMONS, /MSP/RED FEAR AMON& BOTH 
THE MANAMS AND 
THEDEVAS, 


f MERCY? WHAT 
DOES THAT 
LmEAN?PREPARE 
TO die; , 



ALTH0U6H \NE ARE 
RDWERFUL AND 
FEA RED BY ALL, m , 
ARE NOT HAPPY, A 


BUT THE ASURAS, TOO, WERE OVERCOME SYA FEEL/N6 OFD/SSAT/SFACT/ON. 


00 


TØ 


LET 


US 


PRAJ APATI jOUR FATHER, 
AND 5EEK HIS 6UIDANCE. 










































NACH1KETA 



l’VEøOT IT! 

I KWOW WHAT 
^DA” MEANS! 


TELL US 
WHAT |T 
MEAN5, 


CW GETUEMA/G TO Th'E/R CELEST/AL WORLD, THE DEVAQ WERE ABOUT TO 
RESUME THE IR URE GR PLEA5URE — 


I TH/NK IT 15 THE FIRST 
SYLLA8LE OF A SECRET 
WORD IVH/CH IVILL 
TELL US WHAT TO DO 


I THINK HE WANTS US 
TO DISCOVER THE WORD 
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omor chitra katha 



DA MEANS v _- TH _ \ 

DAiWVATA” J VE5 ’ THE ' 
Z* IA. / fathbr has A5KBD 

" - \f\\ US 70 RESTRAIN 


VOU MAY 
BE RI6HT, 


ALL THE DEVA3 PUT AS/PE THE/H PLEASUREå. 
THEN THEY BE6AN TO PRACTISE SELF - 
CONTROL AND EXPER/ENCED A SAT/S - 
FACT/ON NEVER NNCWN SEFORE. 




THE PATHER x 
WANTS US TO SIVE 
AWAY, NOT TO 
HOARD. A 


LET THE 
BJRDS SHARE 
OUR 6RAIN. 


THE AN&RY MAN NAS ASOUT TO 
FUNG A STONE AT THE B/ROS 
NHEN— 




'VE ©OT IT* 
DA "MEAN5 
“ DATTA”- 



























































NACHIKETA 



NHEN THE ASURAS W£RE ABOL/T 70 RESUME THE/R ACTIV/TIES 


WAJT * “DA” 
MEANS 
DAYADHVAM 1 


YE5, THE 
PATHER WANTS 
\US TO SHOW 
Y COYR455IOW. 




TO REM/A/D PEOPLE OF THE THREE CARDINAL V/RTUES, SELF-CONTROL, CHAR/TY 
AND C0MPA5BION, IT THUNDERS NOW AND A6AIN — æææ B&R 












































EPfiWM 

MIM 

MS 

mrnmi 




Word 
mchi$ 
Ihe Army 
Chiif* 


e must caif Øjnaca-F 




and the 


søidiers strå« back. 


With regular practice 
mening and night thi 
' Toothsvrffe army is s Don- 
battie-readv. 




Kitler COOH’s 
army is tlevaslated 1 
by Ihe 

co mb i nid ef forts 
of Binaca-F and tha 
Toothsville army. 


ft wa$ batter arms and training 
thai did itl 

Thanks to Sinaca Ffuondi Tooihpasti 


Brush in extra toughness. 
Arrest tooth decay with Binaca Flusride. 


* 1 « CjriHuryl «*4 group. 

iltiEkt urøih tmmtl 
«! CfcJt« EgrrEHt 


Its a greal vi c tory 
tor Tøothsyilfi, 
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